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AN EPISTLE 


OF THE MOSTE 


myghtp x redduted Pzince 
[{ Henrp the. vitt.by the grace 
{iof God Kpng of England 
{and of Fraunce, l0:de o 
ande, defender of the 
M1 Fairhe, ard ſupzceme h 
"4. ofthe churche of England 
ten to the Emperours {[ES11$-3. 
maicitie, to all Chats ce 
ten Pzinces, and. 
to all thoſe that 
trewlp and | 
—_ p:ofefſe Chits 


. 


- 
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IN THIS EPISTLE BOTHE 


che cauſes are plapnely declared , why the Kynz 
ges hyghenes owght nepther to ſende no; goto 
the Louncill indicted at Uincence,and alſo how 
| perplouſe athinge it is foz all ſuche as 
pz9kelTe the trewe doctrine 
of Lhziſt,to come 
thether, 


HEREVNTO ALS 


nered the P:oteſtation made thelaſk by the 

Kynges hyghenes, his holle Counſaple and clers 
' 8pe,as touchinge the Councille indts 

ted at Mantua xc, 


AN- 


HEN Ki Ws Dy 4h 
grace of God kynge of Englande an 
Fraunce CF. ſa lag the Emperour, Chri. | 
ſten princes, and all true Chriſten men, 
deſyringe peace and Concorde 


amo nges them, 


IVHERE aSnotlog 
*{\[1thcns a boke came 
fo:the in our and all 
oure counſatles nga 
mes , whyche bothe 
cotepned many cats 
ſes, "why we refuſed theCouncylle, | 
than by the byſhoppe of RKomes vV-- | 
ſurped power fy:ſte indycted atte - 


Pay, after pz0zoged to Nouem= | 
bre. noo place appoynted where it - 


ſame boke dothe ſufficiently p2oue, 
that qur cauſe _ take no-hu 


antua, tobe kepte the.rritt.dape 
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| .AN'EPISTLE 

nepther with any thynge doone oz 
decreed itn ſuche a company of ads 
 dicte men to one lecte, noz in any 0s 
ther councill caliyd by his vſurped 
power, we thynke it nothynge ne- 
ccſſaric,ſo ofte to makenewe p2ote- 
ations, as the byſhoppe of Kome 
 andhiscourtes by ſubtiltie x craft, 
_ doltauent ways tomock the wozlde 
by newe pzetenled general councilz 
les, Yet not withſtandynge bicaulſe 


_ that ſome thyngcs haue nowe oc- 


. curred, eyther vpon occaſion giuen 
vs, by chaunge of the place, oz cls 
th:ough other conſiderations, wht: 
che nowe bepnge knowen to the 
wo:lde, maye doo moche good, we 
thought we ſhulde do, but cuen as 
tharlous enfo;lceth vs, whiche we 

owe bnto Chaltts faythe and relyz 
gton, to adde this epiſtell ; And yet 
we pzotelt, that we neither hs 


AN EPISTLE  "=* 
that boke, nepther yet we wold this 7 
epitieto beſet afozert, that thervy 7 
| weſhuldeſemeleſſeto deſp2e a ge- 
| nerallCodtuncille, thanne any other 
p:ince 02 potentate,but rather moze = 
deſirous of it, ſo it were free fo2 all 
partes, and vniuecrſal. Fnd further 
we deſp:e all good pzincts, potenta- 
tis, and people,to eſteme and think 
that no pzince wold inoze willypng- | |: 
Iy be pzelent atſuche acouncil than / |: 
we, luche a one, we meane, as we | |: 
ſpcake of in our p2oteſtatton., made 
concernynge the councill of an- 
tua. Truely as ottr fo:efathers tn- 
uented nothynge moze holper than 
generalle Councilles, vſed as they = 
ought to be, lo there ts almoſtenoo. 
thing, that way do mozehurt to the | 
Chzyſtian common welthe, to the 
faith, to our religion, than general | 
councils, if thep be abuſed to lukes, =; 
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| togapnes, to theeſtablyſhement of 


_ of punyſhement o: dilpleaſure, ſay 


AN EPISTLE. © 


crrours. They be called generall, x 
euen by they: name do adinonyſſhe 
vs, that all Chaſten men, which do - 


dilcent in any opinton,may it them 


openly, frankly, and without feare 


their mynde.Foz ſeing luch thinges 
as are decreed in generall councils, 


_ tolicheegally all men that gyue aſ[- 
 ſentthervnto, it is mete that every 
- man, maye boldelylſaye there, that 


he thynketh . Ind verylye we ſup- 
poſe, that it ought not to be callyd 
a generall councylie, where alonlp 


c thoſe men are hatde, whiche are de- 


termpned fo2 cuer, in all poyntes,to 
defende the popylſhe parte, and to 
arie them ſelfe to fyght in the byſ[- 
ſhoppec of Romes quarelle, though 
it wereagaynſte god and his ſcrip- 


tures. It is 10 generall Council, 


{ neyther 


A N E p IST LE kb 12 
"neytheritoughtetobe cliley! genes 
rall, where the ſame menne be onely 
aduocates aduerſaries, the ſame 
accuſed and iuges, Notts againſt - 
thelawe of nature, eyther that we 


ſhulde condeſcendeto ſo vnreſona- 


ble a lawe agaynſte our ſelfes, ep- 


ther that we ſhulde ſuffre our ſelfes | 


to be lefte without all defence, and 


beinge opp2eſſed with greatteſt in- 


turies, tohaue no refuge to ſuccour | 


and his,be our great enmies,as we 
and all the wozIde maye welle per- 


nothynge moze than our hurte, and 


the deſtruction of our realme: doo 


not we than violate the tudgement 


* pzetended honour fy:ſte gotten by 


ſuperſtition, after encrealed by viz 
FI titt olence 


ceypueby his doinges . He deſpzcth 


ourſeifes at. The biſhop of Rome | | 


of nature, yf we gyue hym power | 
and quctozitie to be out indge? Hts = _ |: 
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olence, and othcr wayes, as euplis 
as that : his power ſette vppe by 
pretenſeof religion, in dede, bothe 
agaynſt religion, andalſo contra- 

_ rytothe wozdeof god: his pzima- 
cye, bozneby the: 


liketo fall in other realmes ſho:tly, 
(all thepnot beeſtablyſhed agein, 
he mayedecyde our cauſe as hym 
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_ Opp:eſſe a caule mooſte rightuoule, 


- © Certapnelpheis vexyblynde, that 


eine 


AN. EPISTLE.. 


tgnozancle of ths | 
wozlde, nouryſhed by the ambition 
of byſhops of Rome, defended by 
places of Script ure falſely vnder- 
ſtande , Thele. itt. thyngecs we ſay, 

whiche are fallen with vs, and are 


Iyſteth - Jfhe mare athis picaſure | 


and let vp his, moſte againe truth? 


ſecthnot, what ende we r aveloke 
fo; of our controuecrlics, if ſuch our - 
ennemye maye gyuethelcntence. $ 
We del3e, if it were tt aye. w lf. 
*polli 


© "xs EPISTLE, 
poſſible, a council, where fomehope 


may be, that thoſethynges, ſhal be 


whiche nowe bens dep2a- 


reſtozed 


| tate, arelyke, if thep be not amens 
| ded, tobe the btter rutne of chaiſten 
nd as we do deſpze ſuche 


religion. 
a councyll, and thynke it mete,that 


all men in all theyz pzayers, ſhulde 


crave and deſp:eit of god: eyenſoo 


-wethink it perteyneth vnto our of= 
fyce,to pzoupde bothe that theſe pos 
piſhe ſubtilties hurte none of our 


ſubtectes', and alſo toadmonyſhe 
| other Chiiſten pancts, that the by 


nowe beginneth to lpzing,to grow, 


and ſp2ed ab2ode, either to the trot» . 
blyng of pzincts liberties,tothedt« 
dk of kynges auctozities Þ 


Iv, 


ſhoppe of Kotne mayenot by they2 
conſent}abuſetheauctozitie of kins 
ges, eyther to the ertinguyſhing of 
the true pzeaching of ſcripture(that * 


_ Iygionmayeonesbetaken awaye, 


_ *pereat 


- AN EPISTLE, 
X and to the great blemyſſhe of they? 
pztncely mateſtie.voe dout nothing 
butaredernotparctall, wyll ſoone 
appzoueluche thinges, as we waite 
- tnthe treatiſe folowynge , not ſoo 
mochefo2 oure excule, as that the 
* wozlde may perceyue bothe the ſon- 
_dzyedeceyfes, craftes, #4 ſubtilties 
of the papiſtes,and alſo. how moch 
 wedelpyze, that controucrſies in re- 


All that we ſaid there of Mantua, 
 maychere well be ſpoken of Uin- 
cence. Thep do almoſte agree in all 


- poyntes. Neyther it ts Iyke, that 


there woll be any moze at this Con: 
ctlle at Uincence, than were the laſt 


wozthy to be deceyued, that beynge 


_ twyle mocked, woll not bewarethe 


thy:de tyme. J ' any this laſte yere 
NIE OParde A aneus,aud 
being 


Lenka eddie. re: a df don. thee. tht. 4 


antya . Trewelye he is 


ht "HI WTrT mA 
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thynke this tyme metefo2a general -— 
Cotnctll* vndoubtedly it is mete 


with the byſhoppe of Rome, b 


ANEPIS'TLES 
beinge halfe on they: waye, thanne 
perceyued , that they hadde taken 
vppon them that tourney in baine, 
we do not thynke them fo foolyſhe, 
that they woll Hereafter ryde farre 
oute of towne to be mocked, The 
tyme allo, and the ſtate of thynges 
its ſuche, that matters of Religyon 
maye rather nowe be bzoughte far- 
ther in trouble, as other thynges 
are, than be commodioulely intrea- 
ted of ,and decyded. Fo2 whereas in. 
inaner the hole wozlde ts after ſuch 
ſo:te froyblyd with warres, lo in-_ 
combzed with the greatte pzepara- 
cyons thatthe Turke maketh, can 
there be any manne ſo agaynſte the 
ſetlynge of relygyon, thathe wolle 


that ſuchcontrouerſies, as wehaue 
eta- 
Kent 


*&F E. 
k L $4.4 Ki 
| #4 v1 » 
£4 IS. 
- £4 
- +4 Ce] 
x 
.} » 8h 
3 
2 i S 
AG 
IN 
<< 
£ 
8% Go 


do, wecannot tell, but we wpi net- 
therleaue our realme at this tyme, 
_neyther we wp] cruſte any p2octortr 


 ſtayand welthe of our reatme ſtan- 
 deth, but rather we wyll be atte the 


AN EPISTLE; 
kenas they are.that is moch greats 
ter, than that they maye eyther be 
dilcuſſed in this loo troubleſome a 
tyme, 02 ellcs| be commytted vnto 


p2octours, without oure greate ieo- 


perdie, all be it the tyme were neyer 
ſo quiete. xohat other pzynces wpl 


with our cauſe , wherin the holle 


handiynge therof our lelfe. Fo2 er- 
cept both an other tudge be agreed 
vpon fo: thoſe matters , and alſo a 


place moze commodioule be pzout- 


ded, fo2 the debating of our cauſes, 
allbeit all other thynges were as 
we wolde hauetheym, yeemaye we 
laufuliyrefuſc tocome o2 ſende any 


to "_ p{etend Councyl, we = 
n 


AN'EPISTLE> | 
in noo caſe make hym ourarbyter, 
whiche not many yercs paſte, oure 
cauſe nothard, gaueſentcce ageinſF 
vs. voce woll that luche doctrine, as 


felle 'titely to be examintd, dilcuſſid, 
and to beb2zoughtto ſcripture, as to 
the onely touche ſtoone of true ler- 
nynge. ve wyll not ſuffre! them to 
be abolyſſhed, ere cuer they be dyſ 
cuſſed.ne to be oppzcſſid, befoze they 
be knowen: mochelefſe we wp ſufz 
fre them to be troden downe beinge 
ſo cicrely trewe. No, as there is no 
tote in {cripture, but we wolle de- 
fende it. thoughe it were with ico- 
perdie of oure lyfe., and perylle of 
this our Kealme: ſoo ts there nog 
thynge, that doth opp:cſſe this doz 
ctrine,o2 obſcure it, but we woll be 
at continualle warre therwith .. Xs 
wy Pour abzogated all oldepopiſhe 

tra- 


we, folowpng the lcripture, dopzos 
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AN EPISTLE, 
__ tradittons in this our realme, wht- 
_ cheeytherdyd helpe His tyzannye, 
92 increaſehis p2ide : ſo tk the grace 
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 fozelee; thatnonewe naughty tra- 
ditions bemade with our conlente, 


.- toaticof the byſhop of Rome ts, by 
_ thelaufulldenyall of the Duke of 
_ Mantua ko2 the place . Foz yk the 

_ byſſhoppe of Rome dydde crneſtly 


of God fo:lake vs not, we will wel 


tobynde vs 02 ourrealme, {f men 


7; wpli not be wyllyngly blinde, they 


ſhall calilp [ce cuen by a due and £- 
uident p2ofc tn relon, though grace 
dothe not yet by the wo2de of Chaiſt 
cnter into them, howe limall thauc- 


intendeto kepea councyll at Man- 


tua, and hath power by the lawe of 


God, to calle pztncis to what place 
hym Ipketh ;: why hathche not alfo 
auctozitic, to chole what place hym 
Iyſtcth ; The Byſſhop chole Man= 
tua, 


AN EPISTLE:, ; 

tua, the Duke kepte hym out of it. 
Jf Paule the byſhoppe of Romes 
auctozitte be lo great, as he pzeten= 
deth, why couldenot he compel Fe- 
dericus, Duke of Mantua, that the 
Councyllemyghte ekept there e 
The duke wolde not ſuffre it . No, 
he fozbadde hym his towne,' Bowe 
chaunceth it, thathere excommunt- 
cacyons flve not ab2zoode 7 20hy 
dothe he not punyſſhe this Dukeer 
wohy ts His power, that was wonte 
to be mozethan fulle, Here emptte x 
wonte to be moze than all, hereno- 
thynge  Dothehe not call men in 
vayne to 8 Councylle, pf they that 
comme at his callynge, be ercluded 
the place , to the whiche he callethe 
theym ? Maye not Kynges tuſtely 
refuſe tocome athis call, whanthe 
Duke of Mantua may denye him 
the place, that he choſeth : Jf other 
p2inces 
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AN EPISTLE, 


p2pnres ozdcr hym as the Duke of 
Mantua hathe doone , what place 


ſhall be lefte hym , where he maye 


kepchtis gencrall Councill! Igain, 


Jt Pzynces haue gyuen hym this 
auctoutie. to calle a Councille, is 


| hit not neceſſarye, that they gyue 


bhym alſo, all thoſe thynges, with- 
oute the whiche He canne not crer- 
cyſc that his power e Shall he call 
men, and woll ye let hym fynde no 


F:: place to calle them vnto:Truely he 


13 not wonte to appoynte one of His 
owne Cyties, a place to keepe the 
council in. No, the good man ts lo 
faythefull and frendelp towarde 0z 
ther, that ſeldome he deſyzeth pain- 


ces to behis geſtts. And admittehe 


ſulde calle vs to oneof his cityes, 


 (Huldc we ſafely walke within the 


wallcs of ſuch our enmtes towne e 


were it mete fo2 vs there to dylcuſle 
contro- 


| AN EPISTLE 
of Kelygyon, oz ta” 
- kepebs out of outennempyes trap- 
pesr meete to ſtudpe foz the defencg 
of ſuche doctrine as we p2ofcſle, o 
rather howe we myghte in wag a 
th:onge of perylles bein ſauegarde 
of oure Iyfee voell, in this one acte 
the byſhoppe of Kome bath decla- 
red, that he hath none auctoytye 
bppon places in other mennes do= 
mpnpons, and therfoze yf he p:0# 
myle a Councille in any of thoſe, 
= pzompyſeth that that is itt an 0s 
ther man to perfourine, and ſo map 
he decepue vs agayne. Noweif he 
calle vs to one of his owne townes, 
we be afrapde to be at luche an hos 
wen nbd Srrens es 
hungred to goo thenle 
onre bellpes fulle . But they ſaye, 


the place is founde ; we needenog 
where the Councill Ga 


pn 


woze o_— — TY 
» 
. 
- -. 


 # = 
af 
4 


E , "_ y es: As. - 
$0" hy FTE 1 a . "Y _ Ln EIT — LES 
a. iD 4 "_F : - 


AN EPISTLE» 
be kepte . A's who laythe, that, that 
chauncedat Wantua, maye not al 
fo chaunce at Upncence , Ind as 
thoughe it were very lyke, that the 
Uenccians , menne of fuche wple- 
dome, ſhoulde not bothe fozelee, 
and feare alſo that, that the wyle 
Pukeof 2Pantuaſemed to feare. 
Certes, whanne we thynke vppon 
the ſtate, that the Uenectans be in 
b- |  nowe, hit ſeemeth noo verye Ipkelp 
q  _- thynge, thatthey woll eyther leaue 
_ B'S - Urncence, they: Cytye, to to manp 
4 _ nations , withouteſome great gat- 
tiſon of fouldycrs, o: clles thatchep 
beinge elles where, [o loze charged 
_ allredy, wyll nowe no2yſſhe an ar- 
wnyethere. And if they wolde, dothe 
not Paulus hym ſeifegraunt, that 
it ſhulde be an cuyll pzeſpdent, aud 
- aneuyll eraumple , to Hane an ar- 
med Councille? How locuerit al 


be,ws 


AN EPISTLE:, 
be, we moſte hartely deſyze yotz,thab 
ye woll vouchelafe, to rede thole 
thinges,that we w2ote thts laſt yere 
touchynge the Mantuan Coun= 
cille , Foz we nothyngedoubte, but 
pou, of youre equytye, wyll (tande 
on our ſyde agaynſte they: ſubtyl- 
tye and fraudes , and tudge (except 
we be deceyued) that we in this by- 
ſynclle , nepther gaue lo moche ta 
ourc affcctyons , nepthcr withoute 
greate andmooſtetuſke cauſes, re- 
fuſcd they2 Councilles , they: Cen- 
ſures, and Decrees. xhyther theſe 
our wzptvnges pleaſe all menne, oz 
noo, we thynke, we oughte not to 
paſſe moche. No, if that, that in- 
differentely is wzytten of bs, tnay 
pleaſe indifferentc redcrs , our de- 
t:c is accomplyſſhed . The falſe 
gnd myſtakyng of thynges,by men 
parcyall , ſhaltmoue vs nothynge, 

ozelle 
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 *. © p:ellesverylptell. Jfwe haueſaid 
 aughte agaynſte the deceytes of the 
- Byſſhop of Rome, thatmaye ſeme 
7 0 ſpoken to ſharpely, x0e pzape you, 
}" © qmpute it to the hatredde we bare 
: _  vnto vpyces, and not to any euyll 
wyll that we bate hym . Noo, that 
he, and allhis, maye perceyue, that 
we areratherat tryfe with his vp- 
_ccs, than with hy»m, andhis : oure 
p:aycr1s, botye that it maye pleale 
god, at thelaſteto open their eyes, 
ro make ſofte they? Harde hartes , 
and that they ones maye with vs 
(they: owne glozye ſet aparte) ſtudy 
to let fozth the cycrlaiiynge alozye, 
of the enerlaſtynge God. 

C[, This myghtye Emperonre 
Farce ye molie hartely well, and ye 
Chuiten Pzynces, the pylozs and 
ſtave of Chaiſtendome, Fare ye har- 
tel well Ilto all ye, what people fo 

ELUcE 
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euer ye are, whiche doo deſp2e, that 
the Golpel and glozy of Chaſt map 
floyſſhe, Fare yehartely well, 


e 


CGyuen at London outeof oure 
Palace at voeſtmynlter, the eyghte 
of Ipzyll, thenyneand twen- 
tyeyere of oure 
| repane, 
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